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In the 1940s, the roar of fighter planes overhead signals the onset of war. As merciless flames
of battle descend, what will become of the bewildered youths at Taihoku High School? Their
school is renowned for its spirit of intellectual freedom, and they arrive dreaming of a luminous
future. Yet once war begins, that freedom is stripped away, and one by one, students are
conscripted and sent to the battlefield.

Nekono, a student who loves literature, arrives at Taihoku High School expecting to find joy
and growth. But this hope is swiftly shattered when war breaks out. His roommmate and friend,
Inuyama, is sent to the front lines in the Philippines, while his classmate Mikawa narrowly
escapes death during an air raid. Gradually, Nekono comes to understand the true terror of
war.

A former animator, ANIN currently works as an art designer at a game company. ANIN has worked as
a key animator on television anime series including Fate/Stay Night: Heaven'’s Feel I, Demon Slayer:
Kimetsu no Yaiba, and Attack on Titan, and served as an animation supervisor for the Japanese
anime series RE-MAIN. ANIN loves black tea.
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Youth at War

Amid the Roar of Bombing,
Youth Seek Meaning and Hope

by Chin-Tang Tsai

In ANIN’s earlier manga, Taihoku
High School: A Manga Story (2013), the final
scene shows the school principal telling
students heading to the Xindian River to be
careful just as the rumble of fighter planes
looms over the campus.

That haunting foreshadowing
of a war-torn world unfolds in ANIN’s
subsequent manga, Youth at War (2021).
This book delicately portrays the final two
years in which the war reached its most
intense phase. High school students, once
expected by the Japanese government
to become the future elite leaders of the
nation, are conscripted to serve overseas
or assigned as trainee soldiers. They
are sent to dig trenches and construct
defensive positions in places such as Qixing
Mountain, Datun Mountain, and Zhuzihu in
Taipei and prepare for the coming battles.

The first chapter introduces two
main characters, who are roommates:

Nekono and Inuyama. Nekono, a
Taiwanese student who has adopted a
Japanese surname, has enrolled in the
Humanities Division of the Advanced
Department at Taihoku Commercial High
School. Meanwhile, because Inuyama has
repeated entrance examinations and
failed multiple years, he’s already reached
the age of conscription. Dispatched to
fight in the Philippines, he gives up on his
crush on a female classmate, as well as his
passion for literature and writing.

Youth at War depicts the military
training that begins on the Taihoku High
School campus, revealing the horrors of
war, the ugliness of unofficial sanctions
within the military, and the desperation
brought about by hunger. The work also
portrays historical events, including the
October 23, 1944 incident in which a
Japanese civilian aircraft accidentally
crashed into the Taiwan Shrine as it

was being relocated, resulting in severe
damage. Another episode reveals the
little-known story of students from the
Girls’ Higher School who were ordered to
retrieve diamonds from inside the aircraft.
The manga also depicts the devastating
Raid on Taipei on May 31, 1945, Together,
these episodes reflect ANIN’s meticulous
examination of historical sources prior to
drawing, demonstrating that her work is
not mere fiction but is grounded in careful
historical research and verification.
Naturally, the manga also includes
moments of creative storytelling and
entertainment. When the female
protagonist, Lin Hsiu-Ying, passes Nekono
during a military march and remarks,
“There is a soldier whose face... | cannot
stop thinking about,” readers may initially
assume she has recognized him. The
following panel, however, reveals Nekono’s
face swollen from punishment, creating a
subtle comedic twist. In another episode,
Private Second Class Li Musheng asks
Nekono to descend the mountain to buy a
laxative strong enough for cattle, hoping to
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use it as payback against an overbearing
corporadl. Set against the chaos and
anxiety of wartime, these flashes of humor
offer readers brief moments of relief.
Beyond its historical significance
and moments of humor, Youth at War also
reveals the influence of ANIN’s professional
training at Japanese animation studios,
particularly in its panel composition and
visual storytelling. The eruption of the Raid
on Taipei is depicted through a striking
juxtaposition of terrifying explosions and
scenes of ordinary daily life, creating a
powerful and dramatic visual contrast.

This preface has been edited for the
purposes of this booklet.

Chin-Tang Tsai is an adjunct professor at
the Graduate Institute of Taiwan History,
National Taiwan Normal University.

His research focuses on Taiwan under
Japanese rule, modern Japanese history,
and Japan-Taiwan relations, with
particular interest in religion, education,
and culture.
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THE SEVEN-YEAR TAIHOKU HIGH SCHOOL
PROGRAM CONSISTED OF A FOUR-YEAR
“ORDINARY DIVISION” AND A THREE-
YEAR “HIGHER DIVISION.” THE ORDINARY
DIVISION WAS ROUGHLY EQUIVALENT TO
SECONDARY SCHOOL.
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